
BLIND DATE WITH A 
BANNED BOOK

C O N C E P T

E N G A G E M E N T

OUTC OME S

Step One: The Outreach &
Communications Committee
combined Banned Books Week and
Student Appreciation Week to
CELEBRATE STUDENTS’ RIGHT TO
READ. 

Step Three: Add the element of
MYSTERY AND SURPRISE by
wrapping the banned books and
attaching the “report cards”.
Students could not unwrap the book
until they brought it to the desk to
check it out. 

Step Four: LURE STUDENTS to the
library with candy and engaging
social media content to have a blind
date with a banned book. 

THIS POSTER 
SHOULD 

BE BANNED!

Other ABSURD REASONS to ban

books were discovered: 

Inappropriate dessert

references (we get hungry).

Anthropomorphism is a

gateway to rebellion. 

Bad vibes.

Grammar crimes (#1 offender:

No, Oxford, comma.)

Unicorns are too political.

Has math/is boring.

Makes us think about our life

choices - RUDE!

(The absurdity of this list proves

that no book should be banned )

Anecdotal reports from access services staff
informed the committee that many of the banned
books were checked out by FIRST-TIME
BORROWERS. 

Eyewitnesses reported that students sparked
conversation with each other on the identity of
wrapped books and the reasons for banning
them listed on the “report card”. Students
demonstrated CRITICAL THINKING &
EVALUATIVE DISCOURSE.

Leading with Literacy:
How Libraries Can Inspire

Students to Read Again

30 books were checked out on the first day, while
the expected numbers were in the single digits. 
Due to strong engagement and despite time and
resource constraints, 12 more books per day were
pulled, wrapped, labeled, and added to the
display. 

84 BOOKS were checked out over the 1 week span.

Step Two: Spark interest by creating
“REPORT CARDS” containing a
variety of reasons why books are
banned.


