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The New Academic 
Ecosystem

• Higher education is rapidly 
evolving, becoming increasingly 
technology-driven and 
interdisciplinary, which requires 
greater collaboration.

• Contrary to predictions, the IT 
Revolution not replaced the 
libraries but expanded their 
mission.

• Libraries are evolving from being 
repositories to active partners in 
teaching and learning



Libraries Beyond 
Walls

• Design and architecture emphasize 
collaboration and teamwork in 
distinctive and essential ways.

• Students expect institutions, especially 
libraries, to exemplify and support 
collaborative practices 

• They are becoming hubs of 
intellectual, creative, and social 
exchange, essential sources of human 
expertise, places to explore, 
experiment, collaborate, and inspire. 



From supporters to partners, from 
repository to collaborative space

• Faculty recognize librarians as 
co-educators and subject 
specialists

• Librarians curate discipline-
specific collections, create online 
tutorials, research guides, and 
other teaching materials.

• Librarians provide expert 
reference assistance and subject 
consultations. Information literacy 
is embedded across curricula.

• Librarians act as facilitators and 
recorders of ongoing curriculum 
development and institutional 
history.



Select Digital Projects: Building 
Community

• Digital Archive of Newark Architecture (DANA) 
(dananjit.omeka.net)  is a collaborative 
repository of materials focused on Newark’s 
built environment.

 

• It supports courses across the campus, helps 
preserve collective memory, and encourages 
discussions about the city’s past, present, and 
future.

• Students and faculty contribute to the Archive 
their research and creative work becoming co-
authors rather than simply users.



Digital Scholarship 
Lab

• Digital Scholarship Lab supports   
experimental projects and  fosters 
integration of mixed reality and 
holographic devices in studio 
projects. 

•  The Omeka platform is used to 
build interactive exhibits. Scalar - for 
online publishing

• VirtualSpeech software with VR and 
AI feedback helps to develop public 
speaking, interview preparation, and 
professional presentation skills.



Scalar platform



Omeka platform



VirtualSpeech software with VR & AI



Virtual Exhibition The World of Robotics is a result of 
collaboration between library, faculty, and students

(archlib.njit.edu)



Hybrid Resources: 
Material Library

• Librarians collaborate with 
Material ConneXion 
consultancy and subscribe to 
its database.

• Co-curate a collection of 
material samples that allows 
for the tactile examination of 
material properties.

• Create a hybrid environment 
that supports experiential 
learning.



Student Engagement and 
Belonging

• Library functions as an inclusive 
community space.

• Collaboration fosters a sense of 
ownership and belonging.

• Events such as Tea with Alumni, 
Skills Exchange Program, Author 
Book talks, Jeopardy, colloquia, 
research seminars, exhibitions, 
and concerts encourage peer 
connection.

• Monthly Newsletter and social 
media presence keep 
communication active and the 
community engaged.

.



Impact of Collaboration

Improved engagement is 
confirmed by:  

– higher volume of 
reference transactions,

– Increase in library 
visits, 

– growing  demand for 
information literacy 
sessions, 

– increased print book 
circulation and 
expanded use of e-
books.

Increase in e-book usage

Increase in library visits



Survey Results

Student and faculty surveys confirmed patrons’ satisfaction. 
Surveys and a suggestion box provide feedback and foster 
engagement.



We plan to deepen partnerships, expand digital initiatives, 
sustain an inclusive environment, and conduct regular 
assessments.
Academic outcomes should be evaluated in a separate study.

Powerful Partnership: “Only when everyone on campus shares 
responsibility for learning will we make significant progress.”
                                        

Thank you!

Contact Information:

Maya.gervits@njit.edu

Future Directions
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