
Instructional Materials 

Handouts and zines can also be useful for instruction. 

While the recent trend has been toward digitization, 

having something physical can be a good alternate 
reference point. A carefully constructed handout can 

function as a supplement to a presentation, summarizing 

the main points. 

Zines in-particular are an overlooked resource for 

instruction. Extra work constructing a visually appealing 
product ahead of time ultimately pays off, as they can 

easily be mass produced and distributed. 

Book Scavenger Hunt 
L Ga to one of the computars and log in with your UCID and 

Pusseord 

Open the tart and go t achibritedu 

tn the search bar put one of the foflowng subjct 

Zines, Handouts, 
and Bookmarks 

Humanizing the Library 

Analogue 

Oh My! 
using tangible materials for 

instruction & outreach 

General Benefits 

Tangible handouts make the library into a tactile item, 

reminding students of our physical presence. While the 
number of library services and digital offerings may be 
overwhelming, packaging them physically helps make 
them more realL 

Carry information beyond library walls 
Tangible items have a way of floating around in the 

world. Zines, bookmarks, and other giveaways can be 

used, left around dorms, dropped onto tables, etc., 

carrying their message to moments in space where 

ibrarians are not present 

Function as takeaway from events 
Tangibles can be carried away by students, and can act 

as memory totems. Coming across a handout in a 
backpack or pocket at a later time can serve to bring a 

presentation back to mind and reinforce its message. 

How to Make 

a Zine 

Break out the markers and pens! Fold a sheet of paper 

into a booklet, and craft the zine to look the way you 

want. When you're ready to reproduce, use a color 

photocopier. 

With Design Software 
Canva is a free online software that can be used to make 
graphics. If you subscribe to Adobe products, Express is 
a great choice that is quick to learn and easy to use. If 

you want to put some more effort in, Ilustrator provides 

many options, but there's more of a learning curve. 

If you're unsure about how to arrange pages so it will 

fold correctly, or have any other uncertainties, just ask 

Google! There are tons of internet resources on how to 

make zines. 

(Outreach Assistance 

Tangibles can be fantastic promotional tools. Bookmarks 

and zines can be made to advertise specific events or 
services, and can be left at the circulation desk for 

students to grab. Making new editions every year and 
encouraging students to collect them all can be a great 

way to boost engagement. 

Giveaway items are also great to have at pop-up and 
tabling events. It's something the student can walk 

away with as a reminder of the library- and offering 

them is a perfect way to start a conversation. 


