
Justin Savage
Montclair State University Libraries

2025 New Jersey Academic Libraries Conference

 Building a Literature Mapping 
Lesson in the Age of AI



MANDATORY 
PAGE

Table Of Contents

1 2 3
Classroom 

Activity
ResearchRabbit Limitations & 

Final 
Considerations



What is it?

ResearchRabbit
Key Features

A visual, AI-driven research 

tool designed for literature 

discovery and mapping

● Literature mapping and 

tracking

● Recommendation engine 

for similar papers

● Collaboration features



Search Engines



What is it?

Semantic Scholar
Key Features

● Free, AI-powered 

research tool

● Designed to discover 

scholarly work more 

efficiently

● High-quality, curated 

index, particularly in 

STEM fields

● Combines web crawling 

with numerous publisher 

partnerships



Data

ResearchRabbit primarily uses OpenAlex 
as a data source, which indexes over 250 
million scholarly works



Cost
● Free*

● Requires email to sign up



Using ResearchRabbit

● Input key articles, topics, or 

keywords

● Generate semantic networks 

between articles (not just citation 

networks!)

● Build Libraries, Collections, connect 

with Zotero



Using ResearchRabbit Continued
● Each dot on the map represents a paper

● Each line represents a citation relationship 

(arrows indicate direction of the 

relationship)

● Green dots are papers in your collection, 

blue dots aren’t

● The size of blue dots scales with the 

number of connections they have with your 

green dots

● Intensity of color is based on recency of 

paper



ResearchRabbit 
in the 

Classroom



Lesson Plan Basics

Introduction to 
Citation Chaining & 

Mapping

Introduction to 
ResearchRabbit

“Old” and “New” 
Literature Maps



Introduce forward and 

backward citation 

chaining using 

databases like Google 

Scholar, Scopus

Traditional 
Citation Maps

Hands-on activity: 

students trace citations 

manually from a starting 

article

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZJkn6n6y3g






Replicate the same process 

by uploading the starting 

article in ResearchRabbit

Literature Mapping 
in ResearchRabbit

Compare and contrast maps 

generated from both 

methods

Introduce/demonstrate 

ResearchRabbit

Debrief









Limitations
● Only as good as its dataset

● Equally reliant on metadata in many ways

● Over-reliance on algorithmic suggestions

● Struggles with very recent or niche topics, 

leans more towards the sciences

● Accessibility issues for individuals with 

visual impairments

● No “why” relationship for citations or 

similarity



Additional 
Considerations
● Easier if students have familiarity with basic 

research tasks (database searching, citations)

● Know your University’s, Department’s, 

Instructor’s AI policy

● A “soft” introduction to AI

● AI and ethics

● Prework is great, but not essential

● Group work made easy
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Thank you!
Justin Savage

Interim Head for Access Services 

and Resource Sharing 

Montclair State University Libraries

savagej@montclair.edu

Try ResearchRabbit

Article used for demonstration: 

Morton, R. W., Murphy, K. T., McKellar, S. R., Schoenfeld, B. J., 
Henselmans, M., Helms, E., Aragon, A. A., Devries, M. C., 
Banfield, L., Krieger, J. W., & Phillips, S. M. (2018). A systematic 
review, meta-analysis and meta-regression of the effect of 
protein supplementation on resistance training-induced 
gains in muscle mass and strength in healthy adults. British 
journal of sports medicine, 52(6), 376–384. 
https://doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2017-097608

https://www.researchrabbit.ai/
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