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The New Jersey State Library

* Founded in 1797
as the Library of
the NJ Legislature

* Role has
expanded into a
public research
library

* Emphasis on NJ
collections
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N

Court of Errors and Appeals Collectio

1910 volumes, ~2.6 million pages, ~ 15,000 cases
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What was the Court of Errors and Appeals?

COURT OF ERRORS AND APPEALS
consists of the Chancellor, the Chief Justice, the
eight Justices of the Supreme Court & six Lay Judges

Jurisdiction: Appellate L4 CO u rt Of ‘“ Iast
1 L

7
resor -
7
CHANCERY PROBATE CIVIL ACTIONS CHILDREN AND CRIMINAL
DOMESTIC ACTIONS 1 7
RELATIONS I
SUPREME COURT
— consists of
COURT OF PREROGATIVE __ Chief Justice and Eight
CHANGERY COURT Associate Justices.
consists of consists of
the Chancellor and the Ordinary or Jurisdication: Original Civil and Criminal [ L a r e co u rt th at
ten Vice Chancellors Wice-Ordinary I
Jurisdiction: Equity | | Jurisdiction: Wills, s R O er e .
= [ pord oversaw final
a =ie DOMESTIC Justice and County Judge
I RELATIONS
COURT County Courts of General .
ORPHANS COURT Criminal Jurisdiction
e snslcton: appealis 1orwiae
Supreme Court Justice Criminal
and accused under
e — e range of case
SESSIONS
. CIRCUIT COURT
Ju:?::mﬂ:r:!.zns' (County) DISTRICT COURT of consists of Commaon
Executorship, etc. consists of COURT QUARTER Pleas Judge
. Circuit Court = SESSION  fetm Criminal Jurisdiction
Judges Jurisdiction: consists of minal Jurisdic
$500 Land Supreme over accused held by
Common Law and Tenant, Court Justice magistrate or indicted
SLIRCRgL?;rI'E'S Jurisdiction Mechanics’ & County and waives jury trial
consists of {civil cases) Lens, ets. Judge LA \_|
surooate Jurisdiction: CRIMINAL JUDICIAL
. General
punsgiotion: COURT OF Criminal DISTRICT COURT
COMMON FLEAS except Murder
Decedent Estates consists of Common + and Treasen Jurisdiction: Violation
Pleas Judge of municipal
ordinances; minor
Jurisdiction: General offenses - certain
SMALL CAUSE COURT Civil and Criminal POLICE OR counties only
Recorder's Court RECORDER'S
Justice of the Peace COURT
presides Family Court JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
COURT
Jurisdiction: $200 Citles of the first
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What Types of Cases Did They Hear?

* Civil rights and suffrage  Personal cases
Enslavement, Divorce, probate,
commitment property

* Labor and industry * Local disputes
Railroads, workers’ rights Municipal, inter-agency

* High crimes * Political disputes

Kidnapping, murder
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A Hidden Collection

* Limited access
outside of the NJSL
State Archives

Summary content
available

e Difficult to find within
the NJSL
Limited indexing

Homegrown
organization
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Physical Index Cards

. * Abbreviated
* Human-Interpreted

* Internal numbering
system

Smith, Welter H. v.
Smith, Clerence Cs.

Volume 789 (1) i
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The VolumesAre a Hot Mess

— T T —— - 5 T Se— S —

* Fragile materials

 Spine widths range from 2-
10 in.

 Arranged in questionable
order

* Mixed media stuffed
between pages
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Ii's Better Thah Bad, [17s GOOD!

Unique Issues
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Digitization and Preservation

* “Telling New Jersey’s Untold
Stories”

 Funding for better
equipment through NARA’s
National Historic
Publications and Records
Commission

NATIONA

Equipment will be used to

digitize 3 hidden collections

over the next several years:
Court of Errors and Appeals

Collections of the Port Authority
of NYNJ

Documents related to land use
and development

ARCHIVES
MNATIONAL HISTORICAL
STATE
& RECORDS COMMISSION NJ I.IBRARY
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Digital Transitions Versa

* Workbench with moveable
plates and auto column

* Phase One iXH camera
150MP
Edge to edge sharpness

Can capture 4ftx3ftitem at
300ppi or a film negative at
6500ppi

Engineered to hang without
loss of focus
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Behind the Scenes Work

e Completed:

Index cards scanned and
transcribed

Volumes cleaned and
evaluated

* Ongoing:
Dividing PDFs into case files

Writing metadata, case by
case

Quality control

Partnering with Backstage
Library Works
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Current Status:

 Pages digitized: 909,340
(695volumes)

* Pages online: 52,688
(119 volumes, 862 cases)

Content added daily

Free to access and download
Full-text searchable

Names indexed and browsable

https://hdl.handle.net/10929/52564

2000

1000

Volumes

Total mDigitized ™ Online
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https://hdl.handle.net/10929/52564

The Cases

* NJ politics

 High crimes
 Railroads and industry
* Rights and freedoms

Local and personal
histories

Ansper,

Answer

KEW JERSEY COURT OF ERRORS
AN APPEALS.

Belween

. FRANK GARRISON, Writ af

Appellont, Habeas

LTS Corpug.

FRAKK HACUE, Aviapber,
Fespondent,

The answer of Frank Hugue, 1o the petition of

appeal of T, Frank Garrison, the above named ap-

pellant,

This respondent, nol acknowledging all or any
of the muatters which in the said petition of appeal
are contained to he true, for answer thereto, never-
theless, says and admits that s decres was on the
fth duy of January, 1929, Last past, made and on-
lered in the Court of Chancery, in the canse for that
purpoze mentioned in the said petition, as is therein
atated ; but as te the substanes and form thersof, this
régpondent prays to refer thereto when the same
slll be produccd, And this respondent is advised
and believes, that the aaid deeree iz agreeable to
BqUity, knd he praye that the same may be afficmed,
wilh coats to be adjudged to this respondent,

THOMAS J. BROGAN,
Sulicitor and Counsel for
Hespundent.

Endorsed :
Filed, Jan. 16, 1820,
Joseph F. 8. Fitepalrick,
Clerk.

NJ
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Lindbarpgh hotsg —- =38

-

State vs Bruno Hauptman (Lindbergh kidnapping)
1935, Volumes 1373-1376
https://hdl.handle.net/10929/133075
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State Board of Assessors v Monis and Essex Railroad, Delaware,
Lackawanna and Westem Railroad
1886, Volume 109 case 4

https://hdl.handle.net/10929/141713
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Workers’ Rights

NEW JERSEY COURT OF ERRORSE
AND APPEALS.

Wiiniam €. Tlespee, Ad
mrinigteator of the Estate
ol Hawrayw C, TTespee, The-
oeased, ()5 CERTIORARL

Prozecutor-dppelles,
vE.

Wiupwoop axp Diepawansm
Bay Snorr Taxe BRam-
roan Clompary,

Respondent-dppeliant,

Uy APPEAL,

ERIEF FOR RESPONDENT-APPELLANT.

This wasz an action brought under the provisions
of the workmen's compensation act of April 4th, 1911
(P. L. 1411, p. 134).

Testimony wasg heard belore Hon, Henry H. El-
dredee, Judee of the Commen Pleas of Cape May
Clounty.

Tt iz not denied that the proseentor’s intestate was,
at {hedime of his death, in the employ of the respond-

Harry C. Hendee, killed while
employed by the Wildwood,
Delaware Bay and Short Line.

 (Case hinged on if he was

“employed” if working on an
assigned task different than hired
to do

1918, Volume 747 case 9
https://hdl.handle.net/10929/139676
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Personal stories

i
* James H. Baird vs. Adeline W.
str Adeline L. Baird to wril. .
Ietnrn of Adeline Balrd (1864)
| Filsl July 25, 1684
% the Honorable Hapry W. ireen, Chancellor of . S of
Nein JSorsei.
e answeor and relorn of Adeline T. Bmrd to fie mi .

nexed writ of Aoz corpurs, anod UﬂIT al the nstapes of
James LI Baind, agaivst ber, the gatd Adelinn, sud ber
furher, Willium Torrey.

Plea for divorce citing domestic
violence. Case chronicles family
history and custody outcome

I, Adelina T\ Balrd, to wham Ll enid II.‘!IH-.‘:.:_II ul
10 dirocted, do herchy answer and vetarn therenn, '.H]J i b lrl
licrs hifore the Chancellor the v:r.-uln_u Ili:.:E',l-!:] i:lr !]!'I--II
Badrd, Jormes H. Baird, Willinm 1 .T'_:ultl!l]1 Mtobwert Th Third,
Edward T, Baird, and George D, Buied, my yoougest ot
aw within I am commanded, and 1 du forther reten! 3 I._ll.
show to the Chaneellor the time and following cailis: U.I.I'.r.'l
datontion i my l.'lh'-hﬂj-'—ﬂlul. iR Lo eay, Toey o my:L :-I.:
ren and all of otender and belpless sz, .:qui NE.T”.L....-I,L:
nuriure ind cure of o mothere) :III1|.]_- I.].l"ll' Frithir, ghin sl
James 1. Buird, bas not the means of matizaii
9} eating them, and has not made the “Mfﬁ:-‘r-j R s
maintaining me and my ehildren for g jerge oG

[t e anel 2

sroviaion K

““'Ill‘;:rjri I.h]a:urn read o copy of the petition of ek i[ILILrII"
wlerson 1 oom dnformed Lhat _I].r within nmll'.tr.-ll."-_- 'uljln-
isayed s Lt ik 05 true, as thermn _‘-F] leged, that ik "!'""l‘ '::I".,
Fiie ia the lawtul wife of the said Jumes IY, Duird, arid

g ok )

been muriied to him at the tiwe and plueo Iltu;l:;ll--.rlq:_. a3

and e the dongliter of Willinm Torrey, now of Mubeiesth
iu the eonnty of Ocean, in this siate.

a0 That L have lived with the auid Jomes U'. Liui g
e of my wartiage to the mouth of March, €18 qu i
dred and sixty two, exceptal varioys iniervas o I-!-.'ri||.|'-."il "
vy tatler aud brolier have tikon nag aid Ty ene !

; : =5t
i A vevid for us, de the S
their houses to matain gl provide f o it

1869 Volume 20 case 9
https://hdl.handle.net/10929/140510
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https://hdl.handle.net/10929/140510

Historical figures

L « Edward Kearny vs Agnes Kearny, et al

* Estate case of Civil War General Philip
Kearny, for whom Kearny (city) is
named

* Large estate, multiple families

1864, Volume 15 case 3
https://hdl.handle.net/10929/140358
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Local Histories

* HenryD. Johnson, vs. Inhabitants
of the Township of Princeton

L NEW TERSEY SUPREME CO LT,

the porpose of rufsing money for valonteers, The Mty
was culled to order, and Henry D Johnson was ghu;,;“
Muoderator.  The olject of the meeting being statal, the fik
lowing rezolutions wers presentad, and un:|11i:ri|c:.15]j- hl]l:II_-[|:|E.:
Wnnneag, it is evident that at an early day, the Proides
of the Thited States will isstie a call for 2 seffioien et
of men to replace thosy whose term of service iz about 10
expire; s well s the loszoy of the recent carmnpeizy, and o
Princeton township will be ealled upion fo fiarniah its guaty
10 uneder thiz expected lovy, it iz wise to adopt anch s
a8 will tend to sceurs the required number of brbem, without
resorting Lo u draft therefor; -~
fevolved, That the town committes of the tonymzhip of
Frinecton be pathorized to lorrow a zuflisient anm of ey
to pa¥ o bounty of five hundred and fifty dallars o gresy
petsan whe will volantece for three yeurs, or will proense s
sabstitute for that length of time; and also 5 proportiomids
part of soid surn of fve handred and fifty dolles Lo A1l T
drafled under the expected call, or to sm:,: substitnte procurad
20 by bim, lor the time for whieh suid drafted man or bis sob-
stitute shall actually be mostered into the zervics of the
T uited Brates, until the cntirs goota of the township shall be
filled : provided, that no portion of said boonty shall be jeid
to uny voluntesr or deafted man or aulatitute, onbl he shall
have been legally musterad into the serviee of the United
States and praperly placed to eredit of Princeton towashiy
Lesoloed, Thut without intending fo restrict the town com-
mittes as to the exact manner of making the loan, or the

 Collection of bounties for Civil War
recruits and substitutes (fraud and
theft of funds)

1869 Volume 20, case 7
https://hdl.handle.net/10929/140508
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The Road Ahead

Estimated to continue over the
next 5 years

Content added daily

Metadata will be reviewed and
improved

Volumes will be evaluated for
long term preservation
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Accessing the collection

Home = MNew fersey State Publicat. = Courts of Mew Jersoy « Court of Enoss and Appeals « Cases Before the Mew ler...

Cases Before the New Jersey Court of Errors and Appeals

v o Q, Search

Permianant LIRI for this ool lectinn weiholl handlenet 108295 2 5G4

This project was made possible in part by the National Historsc Publications and Records Commission, Propect ED-103528-22

Browse

Recont Submis=ions By Date By Author By Tutle By Subject

Mo showing 1 - 20 nf B34

Digital Collections:

Ej-:ill'lr'l. Agnes Gy Wan Voorhis, George H. et al https://dspace. niSt
[Trentan, MU Court of Errors and Agpasis, 19340) ateliblorg

Direct link:
@ o https.//hdl.handle.
net/10929/52564
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