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-OCLC-
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OCLC’s Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
Initiatives
Locally preferred subjects for display

Webinars/training
Spreadsheet

WMS libraries place holdings on the OCLC
records; changing SH affects all users
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-These words did not
happen by accident-
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-Library of Congress history-
“The LCSH has been in use since 1898
originally for the collection of the
Library of Congress, hence the name.”

id.loc.gov/authorities/subjects.html
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-Library of Congress history-
“LCSH has been continually updated since
its first edition was published in 1914.
Until the second half of the twentieth
century, proposals to add headings and to
change existing headings were made by
Library of Congress catalogers alone.”

www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/lcsh-
process.html
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-Library of Congress history-
Today, LC accepts proposals from libraries
that participate in the Subject Authority
Cooperative (SACO) Program and from the
general public.

Aliens to Non-citizens
Illegal aliens to Illegal immigration
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-Person-first, folks-
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Guiding principle
Researched content/descriptions created by
people/groups being described

Trevor Project
Marshall Project
Cataloging Lab’s Problem LCSH
Homosaurus
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-Pseudo-Science: Call
it what it is-
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-Examples-
Conversion therapy to Sexual conversion
programs--Pseudo-science
Psychosexual disorders in children to
Freudian psychology--Psychosexual disorders
in children
Gender identity disorders in children to
Children who are intersex
Sexual preference to sexual orientation
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-Building trust through
language-
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Terminology adds credence
Students may think it is a viable option
for being accepted

Students learning to do research may
encounter these terms and consider them
correct/authoritative since they are from
the library
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-Warning blurb-
The subject heading that you clicked on has been
updated by librarians at the Evelyn S. Field
Library with the goal of being more respectful.
By pressing the continue button, the unmodified
term(s) will appear in the search bar. Due to
limitations of our platform, we cannot yet remove
these problematic terms completely. We welcome
your suggestions for improving our subject
headings: [link]
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-What is actually being
described?-
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Reviewed the books in our catalog to
determine how to change words based on what
the books are actually about.
Do not want to reproduce systemic issues by
including language in the catalog.
Can only take action in our OWN catalog,
and address what we have.
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-Workflow/Tech Specs-
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Worked primarily from Fall 2022-Spring 2023
Viewed documentation/training from OCLC
Met weekly:

Reviewed OCLC’s spreadsheet
Analyzed our own catalog
Researched other sources of terminology
Discussed what was best based on our
holdings and users
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Upload to Download to Upload (Google)
Humans and Extra-terrestrials

Vocabularies
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Strings/logistics and asterisks
Hearing impaired* to Hard of hearing
Hearing impaired  to Hard of hearing
people
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*Indian*    to Indigenous Peoples--
Indian*     to Indigenous Peoples--
*Indian     to Indigenous Peoples--
Indians     to Indigenous Peoples
Indians in* to Indigenous Peoples in
Indians of* to Indigenous Peoples of
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-Categorizing
categories...again-
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Outreach
Presentation to DEI Committee with form
Bibliographic and Metadata Committee
presentation
Outreach to the Institute for Holocaust
and Genocide Studies 
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Context, coding, connect
Each library has their own communities
and needs
Numeric codes for concepts instead of
words = connect to related books without
requiring all to use the same terms
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-Classifying things
means it cannot be

finished; it can only
be improved.-
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Stats
26 spreadsheets
39 weeks
Over 300 lines of replaced terms

Contact us
janelle.varin@raritanval.edu

Questions?
Thank you!
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Thank you!
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