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Your Library: 
Then, Now, Next

An Interactive Library Exhibit Highlighting 
our Past, Present, and Future Vision
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Exhibit Goals
● Utilize empty exhibit space

○ Unknown end date
○ Upcoming library renovation

● Use existing materials to create exhibit
○ Keep costs down
○ Avoid bringing new items into library

● Educate community
○ Provide history of library
○ Show changes over time

● Gather information and build excitement for 
library future 

○ Technology
○ Community
○ Student Success



Then

● 1970s - 1990s
● Old Stockton colors
● Photos in Polaroid-style

○ Old entrance
○ Students using microfilm, card 

catalog, study spaces, etc.
● Features 

○ Card catalog with cards
○ Film projector
○ Record player
○ Library cards, due date cards
○ Old school banner



Now

● 2000s - Today
● Current Stockton colors 
● Photos in digital camera-style

○ New entrance
○ Students using the commons, 

computers, special collections, etc.
● Features

○ Working electric typewriter with 
signage encouraging typing messages 
and sharing on social media

○ DVD player
○ iPod
○ Study carrel
○ School seal
○ Directory panel



Next
● 2020s… and beyond!
● What does the future look like?
● Cloud mural 

○ From previous exhibit
○ Promotes blue-sky thinking and 

open-endedness of the future
● Charrette-style photos with arrow stickies 

for voting
○ Whiteboard pod seating at Kean
○ Makerspace at Temple

● Word Cloud
○ QR code for providing feedback on 

ideas for the library future
○ TV with real-time “What’s Next” word 

cloud display of ideas for future



What’s Next? 

Word cloud allows students, faculty, and 
community members to voice opinions 
on the future of the library.

What’s next? What would you like to 
see in the library post-renovation?

● 259 entries as of January 4, 2024
● Top responses

○ Sensory room
○ Comfy ready area
○ More outlets
○ Makerspace 
○ Massage chairs



Our Team

Heather Perez, Special Collections Librarian
● Exhibit concept, oversight, and coordination 

of installation
Jennifer Rios, Graduate Library Aide

● Exhibit design, compilation of materials
Joyce DeStasio, Outreach Librarian

● Promotional materials and signage
Jessica Martorano, Access & Engagement 
Coordinator, and Luke O’Connor, Student 
Engagement Aide

● Future charette and word cloud Left to right: Joyce, Jessica, Jennifer, Heather, Luke



Exhibit Outreach

● Teased and promoted on social media
● Included animation on TV library lobby
● Posted signage and display outside library
● Posted signage inside library
● Featured in Fall ‘23 library newsletter

● Hosted an exhibit opening with free food
● Emails targeted to stakeholders
● Posted on library website blog
● Included on library tours



Celebrating 50 Years of 
Hip-Hop

Nicole Potdevin
Associate University Librarian for User Services

Fairleigh Dickinson University
potdevin@fdu.edu



One full week of programming 
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of 
Hip-Hop

Four Main Elements of Hip-Hop
● Deejaying/Turntabling
● Rapping/MCing/Rhyming
● Graffiti/Graf/Writing
● Breakdancing/B-boying

Put together by FDU Library’s 
Outreach Committee
● Co-Chairs Tanama Cruz and 

Melissa John

History of hip-hop exhibits
Hip-hop trivia social media posts



50 Years of Hip-Hop: A Talk with DJs on 
Media, Technology, and Writing in the 21st 
Century
Monday, October 23rd 4-6pm
Co-sponsored by FDU Library and School of Education
Hybrid event
Total attendance/views: 70



Hip Hop Caucus: Respect My Vote!
Wednesday, October 25th 4-5pm
Sponsored by FDU Library
Zoom event
Total attendance/views: 35



Hip-Hop: Insights into Activism and Social 
Justice
Thursday, October 26th 4-5pm
Sponsored by FDU Library
Zoom event
Total attendance/views: 30



Pass the Mic: Hip-Hop Poetry Edition!

Thursday, October 26th 6-8pm

Co-sponsored by FDU Library and 
Black Student Union

In-person in Bottle Hill Pub in 
Student Center

Total attendance: 20



Hip-Hop and Spoken Word Therapy in School 
Counseling Praxis
Friday, October 27th 2-3pm
Co-sponsored by FDU Library and School of Psychology & 
Counseling
Total Attendance/Views: 26



Graffiti
Florham Campus - Sidewalk Chalk Graffiti

Tuesday, Oct. 24th 12-4pm

Sidewalk in front of library building

Total participation: 24

Metropolitan Campus: Marker & Paper Graffiti

Weeklong

Periodicals Room

Total participation: 36



Reflection
Benefits

● Meeting students where they are with 
relevant topics

● Content of presentations informed library 
practices

● Strengthened relationships with 
cosponsoring departments/student 
organizations

● Providing different types of events allows 
students to participate in a way they are 
comfortable with

Learning Moments

● Seven events in one week is too much
● Pulling off hybrid events is a team effort
● Recording and posting events allows 

non-attendees to still “attend”
● Many post-pandemic students not as 

eager for in-person events
○ Prefer online engagement
○ Prefer low-stakes engagement

● More direct advertisement to relevant 
groups would likely help increase 
attendance

Nicole Potdevin
Associate University Librarian for User Services
Fairleigh Dickinson University Library
potdevin@fdu.edu



Don’t Judge a Book by Its Cover

Theresa Agostinelli

Adjunct Librarian

Bankier Library, Brookdale Community College

tagostinelli@brookdalecc.edu



The Human Library Explained in a Minute

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCGBXKy4Wuk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCGBXKy4Wuk


What is the Human Library?

Boisean Leta Neustaedter at the Human Library, a project of the 
Meridian Library District, at Treefort 2019

Founded by non-violent activist, Ronni Abergel & his brother Dany along with 
coworkers Asma Mouna & Christopher Erichsen in 2000 at a music festival in 
Denmark.

When asked about the inclusion of the word 
“library,” Founder Ronni Abergel “...had a theory 
that it could work because the library is one of 
the few places in our community where 
everyone is welcome, whether you’re rich or 
poor, homeless or living in a castle, professor 
or illiterate,” he says. “It’s truly the most 
inclusive institution in our time” (Blake, 2021). 
The Human Library Explained in a Minute

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCGBXKy4Wuk


Bringing the Human Library to Brookdale

Judi Ungar & Ashley Zapogna-Krug, Event Co-Coordinators

Event Co-sponsors

● The Bankier Library
● The International Center 
● Student Life
● The Community College Opportunity 

Grant
● (CCOG) at Brookdale Community 

College



Human Library Publishing Partner Application

● The application process takes several 
months.

● Our application took over six months to be 
processed. 

● $99 fee in 2022
● Application link

https://humanlibrary.org/human-library-organizers/publishing-partner/


Volunteers & Training

● Leslie Gallagher from the New York 
Human Library Depot conducted 
training for Books via Zoom

● Books practiced telling their stories
● Librarians practiced moderating 

discussions
● Focus is on giving a brief bio and then 

inviting questions and discussion



Publicity & Registration
● Website 2022  2023
● General announcement email
● Direct email to students
● Publicity from College Relations

○ Social media
○ Flyers
○ Graphics

● Library research guide

● Google registration form
○ Name
○ Status
○ Sessions attending

https://www.brookdalecc.edu/unjudge-someone/
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/the-human-library/
https://www.brookdalecc.edu/unjudge-someone/


The Event Year One
3pm-7pm
30 minute sessions - 10 minute bio & 20 
min questions & conversation
12 Human Books
56 Readers



Feedback from Books

Which experience(s) impacted you the most in today’s reading? (this could
be: a moment, a reader, a sharing, an insight or a question)

• Everything to be honest, from when I came in till the time I left. I was very nervous
before I entered the building, but the welcoming aura of the event calmed me. I felt
comfortable in every session, and I was able to share my experiences with each of the
readers. The last group of people I met were immigrants as well, but they were from
Columbia. English wasn’t their strong suit, but they were absolutely open and kind. I
learned alot from them too; about Columbia as they also were curious about what
Nigeria is like. I also made a few connections with some people who had ties with a few
areas of my interest.

All of my readers were amazing! None of them discriminated against me or questioned my motivations 
for choosing adoption for my child



Feedback from Readers

… I absolutely loved this event and I am glad to have been able to be a part of it! If there was to be a 
future event (which I certainly hope there will be!), I would truly be so open to anything (book|topic 
related). While I only sat down fully for the trauma survivor book, I did stay for a little bit in several of 
the other books and enjoyed learning more about these topics and different people's perspectives 
on the topics
presented. I think every experience had something to offer and something to learn from, and I think it 
is a truly wonderful thing to be able to bring to the college! (Thank you again for
doing this!!!!)

• This was a fantastic event! Only by meeting people up-close & personal can you empathize
with what others have experienced. This was a great chance to do so in a safe and
welcoming environment.



Challenges & Considerations

Considerations

● Training should be provided for Books & 
Librarians every year

● Readers need help locating rooms
● Confidentiality of Readers’ book 

selections should be preserved
● Librarians need to be prepared to support 

Books since they will be discussing 
sensitive and personal information

● Support from faculty members could help 
to ensure strong attendance

Challenges

● It is a lot of work
● Advanced planning is involved 
● The Human Library requires a licensing fee
● Support from many campus partners and 

volunteers is necessary
● It’s difficult to gauge attendance. Planners need 

to balance the pros and cons of allowing outside 
readers

● Some Books cancel at the last minute

Theresa Agostinelli, MLS 

Brookdale Community College

tagostinelli@brookdalecc.edu
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Hosting an NLM 
Traveling Exhibition

https://www.nnlm.gov/initiatives/traveling-exhibitions

Susan K. Cavanaugh
Director, CMSRU Library

Cooper Medical School of Rowan University
cavanaugh@rowan.edu









Finalists

● Opening Doors: Contemporary African American Academic Surgeons
● The Literature of Prescription: Charlotte Perkins Gilman and “The Yellow 

Wall-Paper”
● A Voyage to Health
● The Henkel Physicians: A Family’s Life in Letters
● Renaissance Science, Magic, and Medicine in Harry Potter’s World







Availability

Pharmacology
Faculty 
Interest

Connection to 
CMSRU

Herbology
NatMed 

Resource

Harry 
Potter 

Enthusiasts

Hat Sorting 
Ceremony



Timeline

Interest

Support

Approvals

Finalize Selection

Request Exhibit

Consult Facilities

Meet with Marketing

Early 2014
Mid 2014

 Promotion Plan -Final Draft

Finalize Responsibilities

Secure Space

Initiate Promotion

2014 - 2015



Promotional Activities

❏ CMSRU Weekly Update
❏ School-wide Calendar
❏ Information Screens
❏ Distribution of NLM promotional items
❏ Bertie Bott’s Bean Counting Contest
❏ Pharmacology Speakers Panel

❏ Speakers were provided with a prompt based on the Higher Education supporting materials developed for 
the exhibition, “Things Most Strange and Wondrous”: The Hidden Roots of Modern Science and Medicine

❏ Please share your  thoughts regarding the contributions of alchemy to the development of modern 
pharmacology.  In your pharmacology education did you have an opportunity to learn about these 
contributions? 

❏ How were herbal medicines and traditional medical plants incorporated into your pharmacology education?  
Can you share your pharmacology consultation experiences regarding  herbal medicine and traditional 
medical plants?



Still Popular!



The All of Us Journey & Hosting 
an NLM Traveling Exhibition

Susan Van Alstyne
Director, Taylor Memorial Library

Centenary University
susan.vanalstyne@centenaryuniversity.edu



Making a World of Difference: 
Stories about Global Health

The National Library of Medicine produced this 
exhibition and companion website.
Making a World of Difference: Celebrating Advances 
in Global Health | NLM (nih.gov)

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcentenaryuniversity.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D77f0c1c5a8c0b213a41654d44%26id%3D4a00b1d276%26e%3D4ff8394680&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.vanalstyne%40centenaryuniversity.edu%7C58ae6d41f05a44ca364b08dbafbf8b7b%7Cda35a1a580b74ba7ad0faf181b765b10%7C0%7C0%7C638297009465399603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dYb4MexFZVIuKCXczkrF3lbZkalgxrjMGE9t5JX3EB4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcentenaryuniversity.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D77f0c1c5a8c0b213a41654d44%26id%3D4a00b1d276%26e%3D4ff8394680&data=05%7C01%7Csusan.vanalstyne%40centenaryuniversity.edu%7C58ae6d41f05a44ca364b08dbafbf8b7b%7Cda35a1a580b74ba7ad0faf181b765b10%7C0%7C0%7C638297009465399603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dYb4MexFZVIuKCXczkrF3lbZkalgxrjMGE9t5JX3EB4%3D&reserved=0
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Partnerships & Events 





Faculty & Student Inspiration: 
Return of the School Newspaper with 
stories about the library exhibits and 

events







Takeaways

• Communication is Vital
• Prioritize Relationships
• Shared Resources & Shared Risk

provides a level of security (All of Us = “DNA Collection”)
• Partnerships and buy-in contribute to the success of the 

programs by fostering collaboration, leveraging resources, 
and creating a sense of shared responsibility.



Q & A


