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History of the College of Architecture & Design

Digital Archive of Newark Architecture



History of the Digital Archive of Newark Architecture

• Archive was conceived in 2007 as an initiative to document the built environment of Newark: materials 

on architecture, city planning, transportation, and public art.

• Received several small grants to establish a digitization lab

• Conducted research, collaborated with various local institutions (NYPL, Newark Museum, Newark City 

Archive)

• Designed a website  http://archlib.njit.edu/collections/dana/ in Site Studio

• 2015 – 2017 received several grants to further develop the project

• Using content management system Omeka  designed a database http://dana.njit.edu that allows for 

searching by several parameters, provides access to materials in a variety of formats and hyperlinks 

them, displays locations on a single interactive map  

• 2017- 2018 Added new content and functions such as crowdsourcing, online exhibitions, student work, 

and videos, expanded bibliography of available resources and photographed the current state of city’s 

landmarks  

• Incorporated DANA into curriculum

• 2018- present Developed mobile apps with location awareness (Android and iOS)

• Designed interactive map and tours

http://archlib.njit.edu/collections/dana/


Collections 









Backend for Adding Content



Improved Search Functions and Expanded Bibliography



NJIT Campus Exhibition



Exhibition Created by students under D. Reay’s 
Instruction





Danielle Reay teaching DANA to students  
in a Digital Humanities Class 





Mobile App with Location Awareness











Future plans:

• Continue research and add  content 

• Collaborate with other institutions (Newark City Archive, Newark Public 
Library) and private collectors

• Add relevant student work, create more tours and exhibitions

• Continue to integrate DANA into curricula of CoAD and other  programs 

• Work on an exhibition and on a colloquium focused on Newark built 
environment 

• Conduct promotional events and classes for local community 
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Database Content in various formats

● Documents on all schools, programs, affiliated centers, research 
projects, programs abroad, and the Littman Library

● Syllabi
● Documentation of various events (lecture series, concerts, 

conferences, colloquia, celebrations, award ceremonies, etc.)
● Annual reports
● Students portfolios
● Individual faculty pages
● Interviews with faculty and alumni
● PhD Thesis













Future plans

● Conduct research to identify materials, contact former faculty and alumni
● Continue digitization of materials (text, photos, graphic work)
● Train interviewers, conduct interviews, and transcribe recordings
● Continue to develop metadata
● Upload files, hyperlink materials
● Collaborate with VHL on incorporating materials into IR
● Prepare depositing agreement, privacy statement, terms of use, and 

procedures  for uploading
● Manage Copyrights
● Consider crowdsourcing to increase submissions


