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THE GENESIS
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THE GENESIS
Students were paying twice

Student’s cost 
one semester - one text 

one course: 
$110.07

On average: cost per 
student 

 per semester: $4.75  



DISCUSSION AND 
IMPLEMENTATION

Meeting to explore 
alternatives 
Decision to create a 
Libguide 
Add an English faculty 
member as a 
collaborator 
Use a small number of 
sources 
Present the Libguide 
at an English 
department meeting



THE RESPONSE: 
THE GOOD AND THE UGLY

2014

http://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/cartoon-explosion

http://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/cartoon-explosion


THE CONCERNS

Primed 
for failure

Technology 
 glitches

Conflict 
of 

interest

Adjuncts

Access
Outside  

attention

Copyright
Printing

Scaling up



THE BENEFITS 
• Timeliness 

• Cost 

• Appeal to net 
natives 

• Curtail cheating/
plagiarism



ADDING TO THE LIBGUIDE

Rules of the road 

Input from English faculty on additional 
readings and topics 

Suggestions from librarians 

Reading prompts created by English faculty 
member. 

Librarian to attend meetings 



THE CHALLENGES
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THE CHALLENGES 

• Problem citations:  
Asch, Solomon. “Opinion and Social Pressure” 
from Scientific American, 1995. 

• Ebook solution?  

• Copyright 

• Questionable sources



THE ROLLOUT: 
EXPECTING 

THE 
UNEXPECTED

• What’s a Libguide? 
• Where is my reading? 
• How do I find it? 
• How much does it cost? 
• How do I login? 
• How do I Print?



WE’RE POPULAR!



THE PLEASANT SURPRISES

An unlikely 
convert 

Enthusiasm 

Making the leap
http://static2.hypable.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/LUCY31.jpg



FROM ONE TO EIGHT
The successful first semester inspired 
additional e-textbooks. A second one was 
added in 2015. 

Now there are 6 e-textbooks with two more 
in progress. 

The readings from 23 to close to 1000 and 
counting



WHAT WE CHANGED

Redesigned the Libguides when we moved to Libguides 2. 

Provided more information on each reading link. 

Added reading suggestions throughout the semester (within 
reason). 

Changed the Libguide from private to public and provided a user 
friendly URL. 

Created a separate English Readings link on our homepage. 

In addition to surveying students we added a faculty questionnaire. 

Other improvements.

https://www.middlesexcc.edu/library/


CHALLENGES
Disappearing articles 

EZProxy and website 
issues  

Paucity of “literary” 
sources 

21 errors reported and 
counting. 

Questionable sources
https://img.buzzfeed.com/buzzfeed-static/static/enhanced/webdr02/2013/4/24/15/enhanced-

buzz-4823-1366831155-10.jpg?downsize=715:*&output-format=auto&output-quality=auto



THE FUTURE
Provide more frequent 
updates 
Add“expiration dates” 
for older articles 
Encourage input from all 
English faculty 
Submit suggestions 
Review usage statistics 
Expected demise? 
Mindtap, Questia and 
scalability



STATS - FALL 2014



STATS - FALL 2017



QUESTIONS?

Contact me at 
eoliu@middlesexcc.edu

http://rutgersgardens.rutgers.edu/scarletfever.html

THANK-YOU!


